Canadian Universities vs. U.S:

Advantages and Disadvantages 

There is no "one size fits all" when students are considering higher education.  Our five presenters (one of whom is bi-national) will cover the differences between Canadian and U.S. postsecondary institutions, including admissions procedures, types of schools, campus culture, and affordability.
Moderator/presenter 

Whitney Laughlin, Ed.D. IECA, Santa Fe, NM & Victoria, BC

and incoming Director of University Counselling at St Michaels University School Victoria, BC
 www.whitneylaughlin.com
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•Jessica Wrightson, Assistant Manager, International Recruitment, Camosun College International

• Lotte Bond, Director of Admissions, Quest University Canada
• Bruce Condie, Director International Marketing, Recruitment & Business Development

Vancouver Island University
Canadian Post-Secondary Institutions Defined

In Canada, individual provinces and territories are responsible for all levels of education, including post-secondary. Because there is no federal ministry of education, our higher education system is sometimes a little difficult to navigate. Unlike the US where the terms “University and College” are interchangeable, Canada’s “colleges” are typically two year institutions.
Universities provide research opportunities along with academic and professional training leading to Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Doctoral degrees in subject areas as diverse as business, astronomy, genetics, and fine arts. 

There are over 200 Community Colleges - (also referred to as “colleges”, institutions that are two offer diplomas or certificates and are typically one, two or three years in length) in Canada that help meet the training needs of various industries by providing diplomas for vocationally-oriented educational programs for secondary school graduates. Additionally, community colleges offer diploma and courses designed to transfer to 4-year degree granting universities. Public college-level institutions may also be knows as Polytechnics, Colleges of Design or Applied Arts, or Technical Institutes.  There are also one year PG diplomas that are very popular with international students: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/time-to-lead/job-seeking-university-graduates-give-it-the-old-college-try/article2016162/
CEGEP: Found only in Quebec, College of General and Vocational Education, or Cégep, is two or three years of general or technical education taken between high school and university. Students in Quebec, who graduate from high school in grade 11, can take 2 years of academic prep classes before entering university, or choose a 3-year vocational program. 

Canada is home to hundreds of privately run Career Colleges that provide training to adult students in various skills, such as automotive service, retail management, and early childhood care and education, etc. International language schools also fall within this group. Graduates of these colleges usually receive credentials that are industry certified, but which may or may not be transferable into public university or college programs. 

University-Colleges straddle the line between universities and colleges. They tend to focus on more academic and less on vocational offerings. These institutions combine university and college traditions to provide students both undergraduate degree programs and college diplomas and certificates with the latter often "laddering" into the former.

Universities sometimes have what is called an Affiliated or Component College, similar in style and tradition to the system used in the United Kingdom. Largely ceremonial in function, these colleges act independently, but in affiliation or federation with the university that actually grants the degrees. 

Note: Colleges within a university may range from ceremonial to having substantial program differences or community differences depending on the structure of the school.  College choice at many universities will have a real impact on the student experience.

Note: Some colleges are better for transfer than others, some are residential, some focus more on apprenticeships/trades while others on liberal arts as well.

And to further confuse you: University-Colleges don't really exist in a uniform fashion across the country, which makes the 'universities' descriptor narrow.  There have always been teaching universities and research universities.  In the past the teaching universities were primarily based in Nova Scotia, but now BC has a majority of these.  The college system varies across the country - the BC/Alberta systems not only provide the applied and trades activity, but in some cases the majority of their students are academic students in university transfer programming.  Colleges in BC also offer academic bachelor degrees and in other provinces, they offer applied bachelor degrees.

Co-op program: allows a student to combine academic study with work experience by spending one term on campus followed by another term working full-time at a job related to their field of study. These are paid positions. http://www.cafce.ca


Faculty: this word is used to indicate the teaching staff of a university as well as an academic subdivision of a university, which is normally a larger unit than a department. For example, a faculty of science might include the departments of physics, chemistry and biology. Similar to a “college” or a “school” at a large US institution 

Study permit: Often referred to as a VISA, it is the document giving an international student permission to reside in Canada for the purpose of study at the indicated institution therein.  Administered by Citizenship and Immigration Canada, unlike the United States, Canadian post-secondary institutions have no direct involvement in the VISA/Study Permit process.  No financial proof of ability to pay is required by the host institution.


Calendar: annual university publication listing key dates in the academic year, admission requirements, program requirements, rules and regulations, and course descriptions. In the United States – commonly referred to as a Catalogue or Course Schedule. 


Admissions – General Info: 

· Apply from October onwards; deadlines vary by institution but are generally later than the US and typically on a rolling basis
· Academic performance is the most important decision factor:  requirements vary by institution and by competitive programs

· Less emphasis on reference letters, essays, extra-curricular – many universities will not require any such info for evaluation 

· Key to many Canadian universities is SENIOR/JUNIOR YEAR performance – Requirement of 1st semester senior year grades 

· Some require SAT/ACT's – but not all – inquire first!

· Decisions roll out from February – April (or later)
The Top Reasons to Study in Canada

http://www.destineducation.ca/intstdnt/annex-a2_e.htm
http://www.aucc.ca/can_uni/student_info/intl_student/reasons_e.html
#1 Quality 

•Canada's education system ranks among the best in the world. Twenty of Canada’s research universities are ranked in the QS Top Universities rankings (3 in top 50). Also, 9 Canadian universities were ranked in the top 200 Times Higher Education World Rankings. 
#2 Safety and Standard of Living

•The United Nations ranked Canada as one of the best places in the world to live! This assessment was based upon Canada's achievements in terms of educational attainment, life expectancy, national income and general quality of life. It also included Canada's abundance of fresh water, comfortable population density, low incidence of violent crime and a health care system that is a model for the world. According to the World Bank, Canadian cities rank among the best places in the world to live, work and study.
#3 Diversity and Multiculturalism 

•Canada ranks among the most multinational countries in the world. Canada is home to a large number of aboriginal people: First Nations, Metis and Inuit. Over the past century and a half, Canada has welcomed 15 million immigrants. Canada has a national policy for multiculturalism and works to ensure that people's customs and traditions are preserved and respected. Canada’s accessible immigration laws allow our schools to recruit some of the best minds from around the world. 
• Quebec offers the opportunity to study in a distinct society without leaving North America. Whether attending classes in English or French, Francophone culture is rich in history and nuances and offers students a unique opportunity to learn about cultural diversity at the same time as they study in their chosen field.

#4 Value/Cost 

•Canadian universities receive a great deal of public funds, which helps to keep the fees for all students down. In fact, tuition and the cost of living are lower than in other countries such as Australia, England and the United States. While US students pay international student fees, the average tuition is equal to or less than comparable US institutions.
•International students can work on campus without a work permit and in some circumstances, work off-campus too (with a work permit, which they can apply for after 6 months) to help subsidize their costs. International students may participate in co-op/internship programs.  Off campus work is available to a max of 20hrs/week, but full time over holiday breaks. www.cic.gc.ca
•Funding is also available for some international students: Merit based scholarships for international students are becoming commonplace at many Canadian universities. 

•US Citizens may bring Stafford and PLUS loans. Federal Tax credits are 

applicable and 529 plans are portable.  Major schools in Canada are recognized by the US Department of Education, qualifying them for the federal assistance.

#5 After Graduation
• Possibility to work in Canada after graduation. U. S. students who have graduated from a Canadian university or college can work there for 3 years after they graduate. They can also work on campus without a work permit for up to 20 hours a week. 
•Excellent health care. Compared to other countries, medical insurance is inexpensive in Canada yet the services that Canadian hospitals provide are among some of the most advanced and accessible in the world. 

Whitney’s list: A US/Canadian Consultant’s Perspective

Upside:

1 - Canadian postsecondary education is uniformly strong and much more standardized than that of the U.S.

2 - Application deadlines are typically later, however, be careful to not apply too late as Canadian schools don’t have the same May 1 reply date and they typically take longer to process applications.

3- Some schools don’t require the SAT/ACT (but may refer to them if a student’s g.p.a. is below the cut-off), and most don’t require essays or letters of reference. Many, however, do require SAT/ACT and sometimes SAT II or AP. Some, like UBC, will only look at Grade 12/senior level courses (can also include AP/IB and advanced courses taken in 11th grade and even in Grade 10, for some advanced student) while others, like U. of Victoria, take into account 9 – 12. Since many Canadian decisions are based on these grade 12/advanced marks, a late bloomer gets more bang for the buck than in the US (compared to the UC’s  based primarily on 10-11 or others that look at 9-12). Canadian decisions are highly predictable when compared to the US, especially these days - a great comfort to many.
4 - Canada, in general, is much more “gay-friendly” than the U.S.

5 - Canadian schools are not as “rah-rah” than those in the U.S. Not nearly as many caps and sweatshirts with the school’s logo.

6 - The current economic downturn is hitting Canada less. Canada currently has the strongest economy of all the developed countries.

7 - The majority of Canadian universities are close to the U.S. border.

8 - The cost of going to school in Canada is generally about the same or 

much less than attending a comparable out-of-state public institution (U. of  

Victoria, for example, total cost is about $30k per year). Students can also use their Stafford or PLUS loans (but not Pell grants). Like US public universities, Canadians do charge more for international students), however unlike the US, a Canadian’s (provincial) residency doesn’t matter, except for Quebec.
9 -International students are able to obtain an open work permit under the Post-Graduation Work Permit Program, with no restrictions on the type of employment and no requirement for a job offer. In addition, the duration of the work permit has been extended to three years across the country. 

 10 - Student visas for U.S. students can be obtained at the airport upon entry.

11 - Many Canadian universities have outstanding coop programs (and students are usually paid).

 11 -Canadians public universities, even the large ones, are very user-friendly.

Downsides:

1 - No need-based aid for U.S. students (except for campus work-study). However, many institutions offer merit scholarships for outstanding academics, IB points, athletics and a few other special talents. Some will only offer scholarships after a student is enrolled.

2 - Canadian schools, with a few exceptions, are much less residential in nature than some U.S. publics and most U.S. privates. Many, however, guarantee first year housing.

3 - Canadian universities spend about 40% less per student than those in the U.S. The explanation is that the growth of faculty in Canada has not kept pace with the 56% growth in full-time students since 1987.

4 – Most Canadian universities are considered large by US standards.

5 - Canadian public universities are typically quite standardized and there are very few private options – only ten, to be exact. See: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_private_universities_in_Canada
http://oncampus.macleans.ca/education/2008/12/13/public-vs-private-universities-in-canada/
http://oncampus.macleans.ca/education/2008/05/12/canadas-first-non-profit-private-university-quest-u-raises-eyebrows/
6. Although Canadian postsecondaries are required to provide services for LD students, there are not, unlike the US, special targeted programs or colleges for these students.

7. Although athletic scholarships are available in Canada (and one is even an NCAA member now), the practice is far more prevalent in the US.

The Ontario Postsecondary System

University preparation:

· Business (BBA, BComm): normally require Calculus

· Science programs: normally require Calculus and the appropriate grade 12 science(s)

· US students best prepared with AP/college course in appropriate prerequisite math and science if school does not have an enhanced curriculum.

University Admission Process:
Application for all 21 Universities (37 campuses) through the Ontario University Application Centre www.ouac.on.ca
· Available from October of Senior Year:  University deadlines will range from Jan-May depending on school and program

· Multiple university choices allowed.  Order of choices does not matter

· Really a statement of intent.  No documents submitted to OUAC 

     – documents  submitted directly to school

· Acceptance of offer through OUAC – no common deadline

· Multiple offers of admission will be sent, but only one acceptance allowed at a time.  Last offer accepted is the one that stands

Process sequence 1)  Apply on-line, 2) receive confirmation of application from OUAC immediately, 3) About a week later university(ies) will confirm application 4) processing of file will be done by each school individually      5) accept offer of admission through OUAC

Admission Criteria

Admission based on diploma student is completing

IB

·  Based on predicted scores, no SAT’s etc

· Transfer credit for HL subjects

US High School Diploma

· Grades, focusing on grades 11 and first term from grade 12

· Some universities require SAT/ACT and SAT II/AP/IB subjects, some don’t

· Transfer credit for AP’s
Resources:

1. Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada
Order: http://www.aucc.ca/publications/resourcesfor/guidance_e.html
http://oraweb.aucc.ca/dcu_e.html     e-index Canadian Universities
Information for international students: http://www.aucc.ca/can_uni/student_info/index_e.html
2. Maclean’s Magazine Annual University Rankings

(controversial, as with US News and World Report):

www.macleans.ca
3. Canadian Bureau for International Education – Awards for Non-Canadians

http://www.cbie.ca/english/scholarship/non_canadians.htm
4. Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada – Scholarships for Non-Canadians

http://www.scholarships.gc.ca/noncanadians-en.html
5.  Awards for Study in Canada

http://www.destineducation.ca/intstdnt/awards_e.htm
6. Canada's scholarship website – includes international
www.scholarshipscanada.com: an extensive searchable database to find scholarships, student awards, bursaries and grants available in Canada.

7. Study in Canada
http://www.studyincanada.com/english/index.asp
Find the right university, college, career college, language school, secondary (high) school or elementary school for you. Students interested in learning English as a second language can find out about ESL and TOEFL scores. Post-secondary programs such as MBA, computer science, engineering and business are also featured. Learn about visas, tuition, application requirements and learn about Canada and Canadian education
8. Why Study in Canada
http://www.destineducation.ca/intstdnt/annex-a_e.htm


9. The Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials (CICIC)
 http://www.cicic.ca/2/home.canada
10. Schools in Canada – a website for international students 

http://www.schoolsincanada.com/index.cfm 

11. Campus Starter: “Your source for education and careers in Canada” 

http://www.campusstarter.com/ 

12. New Federal website: www.educationau-incanada.ca
13. Student engagement – Canadian schools included: http://nsse.iub.edu/html/students_parents.cfm
14. Canadian Experience Students immigration opportunity: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/work-postgrad-who.asp 
15. Transcript for “Becoming Canadian: Canadian Experience Class Students” video: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/multimedia/video/becoming_canadian/students/students.asp
16. Ontario Post Secondary Resources:

Universities: www.electronicinfo.ca 

eINFO is a guide to Ontario universities for secondary school students and guidance counsellors. Its mandate is to provide students and guidance counsellors with information about university programs, admission requirements and additional resources. eINFO should be used as a starting point for researching university options. 

www.ouac.on.ca   Ontario Universities Application Centre

Common application for all 21 Ontario universities

Colleges : www.ontariocolleges.ca
